Sycamore Canyon School

Principal’s Message...
Professional Learning Communities

Construction at SCS
is finally slowing down! Two
new classrooms have been
added by transforming the
old locker rooms into MS
English. The fields are still-in
process but the parts that are
completed are green and
smooth and safe for children
to play...soon the whole cam-
pus will be that way thanks to
the guys in our own CVUSD
Grounds Department. There
will probably still be some
fences up for a while upon
students’ return, but it won’t
be long!

Given that our num-
bers of students have grown
and configurations of classes
have changed, this year four
fifth grade classes and one
upper grade Learning Center
will be located on the MS
side of campus but with their
own walkway and still as part
of the elementary schedule.
Two additional fifth grade
classes will be in the upper
grade wing with the four 4th
grade classes this year to
keep things working evenly
and provide enough space
for all. We have added one
more sixth grade teacher,
Ms.Slater.—Since she can't
core like the other four sixth
grades, for this coming year
she will “loop™ with-her former
fifth graders and some addi-
tional students; but still teach
all the MS core subjects but
just by herself. Her students
will still go to another teacher
for PE and electives. Re-
search shows that “ Looping”
allows students to gain learn-
ing time and since so many
of these students have estab-

lished such powerful rules,
roles and relationships with
Ms. Slater, this seem to be
the best answer for the
2007-2008 school year in
6th-grade. It will change
yearly due to numbers!

As you are aware,
the building of our gym is in
progress. It is going to be
wonderful to have that fa-
cility for PE and other
events. Although it won’t
be completely ready to
start school, the student
locker rooms and teacher
offices will be ready and
safe to access.

Without people, a
school is merely wood and
stucco, crayons and paper.
People make a school a
school. People share their
dreams and visions of what
will make a successful
school for their children.
Then together people set
the goals-and develop the
policies and procedures
that make the goals a real-
ityl-Once again we have
new additions to our staff
who | will be introducing to
you-in-this newsletter. Two
new members to the ad-
ministrative team, three
full-time Middle School
teachers and still looking
for a part-time Spanish
teacher, five more elemen-
tary teachers and another
part-time custodian real
soon. Finally we are
thankful to have a returning
PTA President, a new
Booster Club Chair, new
members to SSC (and
seeking more) and a Spon-

sorship Chairman.

We have accom-
plished a lot in these past six
years by working together.
Yes there have been a few
bumps along the road but
that is normal when building
anything new, important and
unique.

TOGETHER

“You cut the timber & I'll
build the house. You bring
the cheese & I'll fetch the
mouse. You salt the ice &
I'll crank the ice cream.
Let’s put our heads together
and dream the same dream.
I’ll drive the truck if you'll
fight the fire. 'l plunk the
keys if you'll be the choir.
I’ll find the ball if you’'ll call
the team. Let’s put our
heads together and dream
the same dream. You dig
for water & I'll make a pail.
You catch the fish & I'll
catch the stream! Let’s put
our heads together and
dream the same dream.” By
George Ella Lyon

Thank you ALL for
working together and giving
each other the respect &
courage to move forward
each year to find just the
right way to build our vision
and dreams. Now that we
have settled into our K-8
culture and traditions have
begun to take hold, we can
truly take the opportunity
before us to be builders of
our dreams always re-
membering your attitude
determines 90% of what
happens!

Sincerely,

Dr. Pam Chasse

CVUSD
August 2007

Special points
of interest:

SCHOOL OFFICE
Opens-8/8/07

K-Conversations-
8/13-8/14

SSC Planning Mtg.-
2:00pm-8/15/07

NEW Families Ori-
entation @ SCS:
8/19/07

Middle School Ori-
entation-9/22

K-Orientation— 8/28
1:00 pm — A.M. classes
2:30 pm—P.M. classes

Coyote Kickoff BBQ
and Class List Post-
ing-8/28-5:00pm @
SCS

First Day of
Instruction: 8/29/07
8:15 K (AM)-5,
11:15 K (PM) and
8:45 MS

PTA Association

Sept. 3, 2007-Labor
Day Holiday

Back-to-School
Nights:
9/5/07 = K-3 @ 6:30

9/6/07=4-8 @ 6:30
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Sycamore Canyon

SCS VISION STATEMENT

Sycamore Canyon School will continue as a provider of
a quality education through grades K-8 that meets the
needs of the whole child at all ability levels. The school
will provide a safe and engaging environment and a
rigorous curriculum that cultivates the fundamental
skills of thinking, learning, problem solving and com-
municating, while instilling good character and positive
attitudes to develop lifelong learners with
unlimited potential.

WE CARE! WE SHARE! WE DARE! A
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Kindergarten Corner

You probably received a letter invit-
ing you to bring your child on either
Tuesday, August 13th or Wednes-
day, August 14th for a Teacher-
Student Conversation. If you abso-
lutely could not make the scheduled
time, please do not be concerned.
These conversations are set-up
NOT to determine if a child is ready
to start school but to just help the
teachers make the best classroom
placements possible. If your stu-
dent is unavailable to attend the K
conversations, the teachers will use
the information you have provided

in your registration packet to do the
best job possible to balance classes
and match teaching and learning
styles. Please understand that re-
quests for AM or PM classes can-
not be guaranteed, but all factors
including childcare enrichment will
be taken into consideration. Your
understanding in this matter is
greatly appreciated.

Once the teachers have
put the classes together, a letter will
be mailed to you prior to the start of
the school year with your child’s

SAFETY FIRST...And RESPECT for our Neighbors too!

class placement.

Orientation for parents and K
children only will be on:

August 28, 2007 at 1:00p.m. for
am classes and 2:30 pm for pm
classes.

Exciting Days ahead!

Enclosed in this packet you will find
a copy of the traffic pattern map for
Drop-off and Pick-up of children at
Sycamore Canyon School. As | am
sure you are aware, traffic issues are
a concern at ALL schools, but given
the unique issues at Sycamore we
have worked very closely over the
past six years with the Traffic Divi-
sion of the City as well as the Police
Dept., Fire Dept., City Planning,
Mayor, our-own District Planning-and

Facilities staff and parent groups
such as School Site Council at Syca-
more. Last year it was determined
that the current route was the best
plan that the experts could come up
with-but of course we all said it would
be revisited yearly as new construc-
tion such as the commercial center
came into the picture. So currently
we are working together to review
other options. In the meantime,
please follow the guidelines, routes

and times for use of routes.
Also hang the appropriate Parking
signs in your cars to help identify
if you are in the right place. Fi-
nally, remember to be respectful
of our neighbors. Drop-off and
pick-up only in the school lots
where there is supervision. And if
you come at the right time, the
line moves quickly! Start a car-
pool or better yet a walking pool.
Biking-is for 3rd grade & older.
Bike safely and lock them in the
bike rack area on campus




MIDDLE SCHOOL ORIENTATION
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DATE: August 22, 2007
SCHEDULE as FOLLOWS

8th Grade: 8:30 =A-K
9:30 =L-Z
7th Grade: 11:00 = A-K
12:00 = L-Z
6th Grade: 1.30= A-L
2:30=L-Z

ORIENTATION will Include:

« General Overview

« School ID/Pictures

. Yearbook Purchase

. PE Clothes & Lock Pick-up
. Locker Location

. Class Schedules

« School Supplies

« Opportunities to Get Involved-i.e.

New Administrative Team

Intramurals-ASB-A Periods

joins
after having served at the
CVUSD district office as a special education coor-
dinator for secondary schools. He is currently
adjunct faculty at California Lutheran University,
having taught in the graduate school of education
for three years.

Antonio is in the final year of his doctoral
program, earned a masters degree in educa-
tion, and holds an education specialist, secondary
social science, and administrative services cre-
dentials. His background includes five years of
high school teaching experience, three years ad-
ministrative experience and is trained in cognitive
therapy.

He is married and has two sons. His inter-
ests include reading, chess, hiking and research.
Antonio chose Sycamore Canyon because of its
dedicated teachers, involved parents, enthusiastic
students and a challenging curriculum.

As a new member of the SCS community
Amy is excited to be a Coyote and looks forward to meeting
and working with all!.

She joined the CVUSD in the fall of 1998 and taught
grades one through four. While teaching she completed her
masters in school administration. She has continued to grow
professionally by serving as a School Site Council member,
PTA liaison, Teacher-in-charge, grade level team leader and
summer school principal. Her strong belief is that the great-
est gift we can give our children is that of learning.

As a native of the San Francisco Bay Area she en-
joys the more arid climate of Southern California. The
weather and the many nearby attractions allow her to pursue
her enjoyment of outdoor activities when not curled up with a
book. Oh, by the way, when you address her as “Mrs. Hast-
ings” if she pauses slightly before answering, it's only be-
cause she is still getting used to the name as she & her hus-
band were married just this past June!

Welcome New Staff to The SCS Team!

Please join with me in welcoming our
new staff members to the Sycamore
Canyon School Team! Each member
of this new group comes to Sycamore
with experience and a wealth of fresh
and exciting ideas that will help us in
our goal of continuous improvement!

Joining us on the Middle School
Team is Ms. Brenda Lavin. Ms. Lavin
will be teaching seventh grade Eng-
lish.~She is returning to the CVUSD
after a short leave and has taught
Reading among many other subjects
for a number of years.

Joining our 4th grade
team is Mrs. Gwen Schroeder and
Ms. Julia Musburger. Joining our
fifth grade team is Miss Tracy Dris- from CVUSD and Kathleen will be
coll, coming back to CVUSD after
a leave, and Mr. Adam Gallis who
you might remember from the year
he did two long term third grade
sub positions here. Joining the
kindergarten team is Ms. Sheala
Jeffers. Yes we have 8 kindergar-
ten classes again this year!

School counseling Dept. is Kathleen
Murvin from Westlake High School.
Susan Loganbill has taken a leave

here 4 days with Robyn Britt still here
2 days! Rumor has it, that Sycamore
got the cream of the crop! All come
with experience and the elementary
teachers have already been on our
campus as subs or student teachers
in the past! | hope you will join in giv-
ing them a warm Coyote Welcome!

Finally, joining our Middle



WANTED

Campus Supervisors

Please contact Amy Hastings our New
Dean of Students if interested.

805-498-1573
ahastings@conejo.k12.ca.us

Credentialed Spanish Teacher-Part-time

Please contact Dr. Chasse
if interested.

805-498-1573
pchasse@conejo.k12.ca.us

How FULL is Your BUCKET?

Everyone has an invisible bucket. We are at
our best when our buckets are overflowing—
and at our worst when they are empty.

Everyone also has an invisible dipper. In each
interaction, we can use our dipper either to fill
or to dip from others’ buckets.

Whenever we choose to fill others’ buckets,
we in turn fill our own!

Research shows that regular recognition and
praise increases productivity, group perform-

ance and results. Thanks for keeping the
buckets of the SCS Staff filled!

CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

Sycamore Canyon School
emphasizes CURRICULUM,
CHARACTER and COMMUNITY to
improve student achievement and
prepare them to be lifelong learn-
ers. We believe that to be success-
ful in life you must be smart, dem-
onstrate good character and be a
social engineer. We cannot open
up the brains of the students and
dump all the knowledge into their
heads, therefore we must teach
children “how to” learn and access
their resources. Technology is
growing so quickly, the world in
which these students will work and
live in will be much different from
what we as parents are used to at
this time. Thus it is our job to help
them keep up with what is available
and not be afraid to take a risk in-an
effort to learn something new. We
believe that children learn in differ-
ent ways and at different rates,
therefore the curriculum must be
differentiated for ALL children to
allow them to grow and achieve to
their maximum potential. Last year
we continued working on Study

Skills and Technology in an effort to
continuously improve CURRICULUM.

The focus was on character education

and differentiation through the So-
cratic method. This year we will con-
tinue to refine those areas while we
use Differentiated Instruction as an
overarching guide.

“It has been said character is
what you-do-when nobody is watch-
ing.” As you are aware, the
character education program at
Sycamore is called “A Key to a

educational program. You have
heard the saying “It Takes a Vil-
lage to Educate a Child”. Thanks
to the Sycamore Canyon/Dos
Vientos Village, the students at
this school have been enriched
with many extras which have
made their educational program
more meaningful and powerful.
Parents, community members,
and professionals
have made a huge
difference through
their sharing of time,

Better Me.” Last year through —_G .

our staff development program - expertise, energy and

we began the development of 3 dsonatlonsr.]_(Bgoster,
ponsorship Pro-

an expanded Character educa-
tion program by adding some
more words that complement

the five traits, implementing the
message of the day to match

the KEY for the month, and
connecting our SCS FAMILIES
program to the character education
program-and-community service.

Finally, COMMUNITY is a
very important part of any school but
at Sycamore it is the backbone of our

gram, PTA, SSC,
GATE and ELL)

At Back-to-

School Night you will

learn more about

Curriculum, Charac-
ter and Community. Thanks in
advance for joining the Sycamore
Canyon Village by getting in-
volved in your child’s education!






